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16 Regional States

Population 82 million

• 90% covered by statutory health funds

• 10% privately insured

… some Health Care dates …

• Annual expenditure: 356 Billion € (2016)

• Number of doctors: 377.000 (2016)

• Most common causes of death:

Cardiovascular 350.000 (2015)

Cancer 230.000 (2015)

Germany

… and German Health Care

Source: Federal Statistical Office



Source: Federal Statistical Office

German Health Care

Hospitals

Since 2003 flat-rate remuneration (DRG), 

except psychiatry (payment per hospital day)



http://www.english.g-ba.de/downloads/17-98-2804/2017-12-21_G-BA_Flyer_Der_Gemeinsame_Bundesausschuss_ENG_bf.pdf

German Health Care

Federal Joint Committee

• Is the highest decision-making body of the 

joint self-government of physicians, 

dentists, hospitals and health insurance 

funds in Germany

• issues directives for the benefit catalogue of 

the statutory health insurance funds (GKV) 

and thus specifies which services in medical 

care are reimbursed by the GKV

• Issues  directives for quality assurance

• Directives are binding for health care 

providers and statutory health funds



http://www.english.g-ba.de/downloads/17-98-2804/2017-12-21_G-BA_Flyer_Der_Gemeinsame_Bundesausschuss_ENG_bf.pdf

German Health Care

Federal Joint Committee

Institute for Quality Assurance and

Transparency in Health Care (IQTIG)

National Scientific Institute for FJC
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Indicator based Performance Measurement

Medical Areas

Directive of the Federal Joint Committee

Mandatory for all German Hospitals

29 medical areas covered

Data from 1.834 hospitals (2017)  = all German Acute Care Hospitals

Total: ca. 2,5 Mio. data sets (hospital cases)

Gynecology, Obstetrics, Neonatology ca. 1,170,000

Cardiology and Cardiovascular Surgery ca. 1.100.000

Orthopedics and Traumatology ca. 490.000

Decubital Ulcer ca. 280.000

Community Acquired Pneumonia ca. 270.000

Organ Transplantation ca. 7.000
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Indicator based Performance Measurement

Medical Areas

Medical Area Number of Cases
Number of 

Indicators

Carotid Reconstruction*

(Conventional surgery and catheter-based interventions)
34,000 18

Cardiac Surgery 

(Coronary*, Aortic Valve*)

70,000

(TAVR: 20,000)
13

Coronary Angiography and PCI* 820,000 14

Cardiac Pacemaker* 110,000 19

Implantable Defibrillator* 49,000 17

Medical Area Number of Cases
Number of 

Indicators

Gynecology 190,000 7

Breast Cancer Surgery 108,000 7

Obstetrics* 760,000 10

Neonatology 110,000 11

* Complete survey



Indicator based Performance Measurement

Annual Reports: Nationwide



Indicator based Performance Measurement

Annual Reports: Hospital Results



IQTIG-Qualitätsreport: https://iqtig.org/downloads/ergebnisse/qualitaetsreport/IQTIG-Qualitaetsreport-2015.pdf

Indicator based Performance Measurement

Annual Reports: National „Quality Report“

https://iqtig.org/downloads/ergebnisse/qualitaetsreport/IQTIG-Qualitaetsreport-2015.pdf
https://iqtig.org/downloads/ergebnisse/qualitaetsreport/IQTIG-Qualitaetsreport-2015.pdf
https://iqtig.org/downloads/ergebnisse/qualitaetsreport/IQTIG-Qualitaetsreport-2015.pdf
https://iqtig.org/downloads/ergebnisse/qualitaetsreport/IQTIG-Qualitaetsreport-2015.pdf
https://iqtig.org/downloads/ergebnisse/qualitaetsreport/IQTIG-Qualitaetsreport-2015.pdf


Performance Measurement in German Hospitals 

Public Reporting



Isolated CABG Surgery

Risk adjusted In-Hospital Mortality

2017

• 35,383 Operations, 79 Hospitals

• In-Hospital Mortality: 3.06%

• Risk adjustment until 2005: Euroscore

• Risk adjustment since 2006: CABG-Score

https://iqtig.org/downloads/auswertung/2017/17n1hftfrak/QSKH_17n1-HUEFTFRAK_2017_BUAW_V02_2018-08-01.pdf
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Quelle: http://www.qualitymeasures.ahrq.gov/tutorial/using.aspx

Quality Measures

Purposes

Accountability: 
„Purchaser and/or consumer decision making”)



Time Characteristics Improvement Research Accountability

1975 –

Mid 1990ies

Activities of Doctors /Scientific Societies

• Perinatal Survey

 QUADRA-Project Cardiac Surgery

 Tracer-Project General Surgery

yes yes no

*Research = „secondary use of data“

2007 - today
Nationwide Performance Measurement

Mandatory Public Reporting
yes (yes)* Public Reporting

2016 - ??
Nationwide Performance Measurement

„Hospital Structure Reform“ 
yes (yes)*

Use of indicators

for hospital

planning and

contracting

P4P

1990ies - 2000

Regional Projects - „Institutionalisation“

 Regional Initiatives 

Funding by Health Care Insurers

yes yes no

Performance Measurement in German Hospitals

…  changes its character

2001- 2006
Nationwide Performance Measurement 

Mandatory for all hospitals
yes (yes)* no
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New data sources

• Since 2015: „Simple“ Follow-up possible
(linking in-hospital procedures of different hospitals)

• 2016: 
using administrative data from Statutory Health Care Funds
(expanded Follow-up)

• Patient surveys: perhaps starting in 2020

Inclusion of outpatient care

• 2016: Coronary angiography and PCI

Performance Measurement in German Hospitals 

Recent developments




